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limited population like ours, separated from it by many
intervening countries, and accessible only by thousands
of miles of ocean. That continent has not been sub*
jected to tribute, and then left to its native rulers. Over
by far the greater part of India these rulers have been
displaced, and British rule has been established. Where
native rulers remain, they are bound to administer their
affairs in accordance with the views of the Sovereign
Power. Over o part of the Indian continent the rule com-
menced more than a hundred years ago, and from decade
to decade it has extended till it now embraces its present
vast proportions. It extends beyond India. In the
North-West we have entered into what properly belongs
to Afghanistan, and from Burma a large extent of terri-
tory has been taken; so that the east as well as the west
coast of the Bay of Bengal has come under our rule. To
all appearance the rule is as firmly established as if it had
come down from ancient times.
It would be a great mistake to suppose that India had
been conquered for England by its own people. If they
had been left to themselves, no part of it would now
belong to us. The small European force has always
been the backbone of our armies; but in every battle
native soldiers have formed the great majority. The
French gave us the example of employing native soldiers'
to place their country under European rule. In the
dissolution of the Mogul Empire, thousands of warriors
were ready to fight the battles of any one, European or
native, who would pay them well. The example of the
French was followed by the English, till India, from
Cape Comorin to the mountains of the north and the
north-west, came under their sway, to an extent and with
a completeness and firmness of grasp never reached by